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PPDM Association Disclaimer.  By using this product, you accept the terms in this 
disclaimer.  If you do not agree to these terms, you may not use this or any other 
PPDM Association Product. 

The PPDM™’s supply of products and/or services to the user (the “User”) are subject to the following Terms and 
Conditions which are deemed to be accepted by the User upon the User making any use of, or receiving any 
benefit from, the PPDM™’s products and/or services, which may include, without limiting the nature and kind of 
products and/or services to be provided: the establishment of standards through the use of models, schema, 
spatial enabling and reference values; products in the form of guides, sample data and technical specifications; 
the right to use the trademarks of the PPDM™; and services in the nature of publication, education, compliance 
and certification. 
The following Terms and Conditions shall apply to the User: 
1. Any rights and limitation set out in any licence agreement entered into between the User and the PPDM™ 

in connection with the products and/or services shall be in addition to these Terms and Conditions.
2. Any right granted to the User by the PPDM™ to use any trademark of the PPDM™ is subject to the direct 

control and rules of use provided by the PPDM™ from time to time which right shall cease no later than the 
date upon which notification is provided by the PPDM™ to the User advising that the right has ceased, or 
the date the User ceases to be a member of the PPDM™.

3. The User acknowledges that all at all times, all products and/or services and their accompanying supporting
material, are, and remain, the intellectual property of the PPDM™ with all rights reserved for the benefit of 
the PPDM ™.

4.  EXCEPT AS SPECIFICALLY PROVIDED IN THESE TERMS AND CONDITIONS, ANY PRODUCTS AND/OR SERVICES
PROVIDED BY  THE PPDM™ ARE PROVIDED “AS IS”, AND THE PPDM™ DISCLAIMS ANY REPRESENTATIONS,
WARRANTIES OR CONDITIONS, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING THOSE OF PERFORMANCE OR 
MECHANTABILITY, OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR THOSE ARISING OUT OF A COURSE OF
DEALING OR USAGE OF TRADE, WITH RESPECT TO ITS PRODUCTS AND/OR SERVICES, AND DO NOT
WARRANT THAT THE FUNCTIONS OR THE OPERATION OR THE CONTENT OF ITS PRODUCTS AND/OR 
SERVICES WILL BE: 

a. UNINTERRUPTED OR ERROR FREE; 
b. ACCESSIBILE; 
c. FREE FROM CONTENT WHICH MAY BE DEEMED TO BE PRIVATE UNDER THE LAWS OF THE

PROVINCE OF ALBERTA OR THE COUNTRY OF CANADA; 
d. COMPLETE; 
e. CURRENT. 

5. THE PPDM™ SHALL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE OR LIABLE FOR ANY AND ALL ITEMS, STATEMENTS OR CONTENT
TRANSMITTED, POSTED OR RECEIVED ON ITS SYSTEMS OR ANY OTHER SYSTEMS, OR FOR MONITORING THE
SAME.  THE PPDM™’S ENTIRE LIABILITY, REGARDLESS OF THE NUMBER OF CLAIMS, IN CONTRACT, TORT OR 
OTHER THEORY OF LAW, INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION, NEGLIGENCE OR OTHERWISE, AND THE USER’S
EXCLUSIVE REMEDY SHALL BE, AT THE OPTION OF  THE PPDM™:

a. TO EITHER REFUND THE LESSER OF THE AMOUNT THE USER PAID TO THE PPDM™ UNDER THE
LATEST MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR THE FEES PAID BY THE USER FOR THE PARTICULAR 
PRODUCT AND/OR SERVICE PROVIDED; OR,

b. TO PROVIDE THE USER WITH CORRECTED ITEMS PROVIDED THAT THE PPDM™ IS NOTIFIED OF
ANY CLAIM WITHIN NINETY (90) DAYS FROM THE DATE ON WHICH THE CLAIM ARISES. 
• IN NO EVENT WILL THE PPDM™ BE LIABLE TO THE USER FOR ANY INDIRECT

CONSEQUENTIAL, PUNITIVE OR SPECIAL DAMAGES OF THE USER OR OF ANY THIRD PARTY

CLAIMED AGAINST THE USER,  HOWSOEVER CAUSED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO, 
ANY LOST PROFITS, LOST REVENUE, LOST SAVINGS, LOSS OF USE OR LACK OF 
AVAILABILITY OF FACILITIES INCLUDING COMPUTER RESOURCES, ROUTERS AND STORED 
DATA, SPECIAL, INCIDENTAL, PUNITIVE, EXEMPLARY, AGGRAVATED, ECONOMIC OR 
CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES, CONTRIBUTION OR INDEMNITY ARISING OUT OF THE USE, 
OR INABILITY TO USE THE PRODUCTS AND/OR SERVICES OR DELIVERABLES, IF ANY, 
PROVIDED UNDER THESE TERMS AND CONDITIONS, OR FOR CLAIM BY ANY OTHER 
PERSON EVEN IF THE PPDM™ OR ANY OF ITS LAWFUL CONTRACTORS, OR EMPLOYEES 
HAVE BEEN ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES OR CLAIM.   

• IN NO EVENT WILL THE PPDM™ BE LIABLE TO THE USER FOR DAMAGES OR LOSSES
ARISING FROM ANY THIRD PARTY, OR FOR DAMAGES OR LOSSES CAUSED BY THE USER,
OR THEIR RESPECTIVE EMPLOYEES, CONTRACTORS OR SUBCONTRACTORS, OR FOR OTHER 
EVENTS BEYOND THE REASONABLE CONTROL OF THE PPDM™.

• THESE TERMS AND CONDITIONS SHALL SURVIVE THE TERMINATION AND/OR EXPIRY OF
THE USER’S MEMBERSHIP IN THE PPDM™.

9. FOR PURPOSES OF PARAGRAPHS 4, 5, 6 AND 7 OF THESE TERMS AND CONDITIONS, THE TERM “USER” 
MAY INCLUDE, AS THE CASE MAY BE, ANY OR ALL OF THE USER, ITS DIRECTORS, OFFICERS, EMPLOYEES, 
AGENTS, AFFILIATED OR SUBSIDIRY BUSINESSES OR ANY THIRD-PARTIES TO WHOM THE USER HAS
GIVEN ACCESS TO THE PRODUCTS AND SERVICES OF THE PPDM™. 

10. FOR PURPOSES OF PARAGRAPHS 4, 5, 6 AND 7 OF THESE TERMS AND CONDITIONS, PPDM™ SHALL 
INCLUDE ANY OR ALL OF ITS DIRECTORS, OFFICERS, EMPLOYEES, AGENTS, CONTRACTORS OR OTHER 
INDIVIDUALS AFFILIATED WITH THE PPDM™, AS THE CASE MAY BE.

11. These Terms and Conditions are to be governed and interpreted under the laws of the Province of 
Alberta and the laws of Canada applicable therein, and any and all disputes arising out of these Terms 
and Conditions, their performance, breach, enforcement, existence or validity, any failure of the 
parties to reach agreement with respect to matters provided for in these Terms and Conditions and all 
matters of dispute relating to the rights and obligations of the parties, which cannot be amicably 
resolved, even if only one of the parties declares that there is a difference, will be referred to and 
finally settled by private and confidential binding arbitration held in Alberta and governed by Alberta 
law pursuant to the Alberta Arbitration Act if the User is a party created under the laws of Canada or 
any province or territory of Canada; or the Arbitration Rules of the United Nations Commission of 
International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) if the User is a party outside of Canada. 

The following arbitration procedures shall apply, notwithstanding whether the arbitration is governed by the 
Alberta Arbitration Act or UNCITRAL: 

a) the place of arbitration shall be Calgary, Alberta;
b) the Arbitration tribunal shall consist of one (1) arbitrator;
c) the Courts of the Province of Alberta shall be the appointing authority in accordance with 

UNCITRAL Rules; 
d) the language to be used in the arbitral proceedings shall be English;
e) the Arbitrator shall be a person who is legally trained and who has experience in the 

information technology field in Canada and is independent of either party; and,
f) the decision of the arbitration court shall be final and binding upon each of the parties.

12. Except as otherwise provided herein, all notices must be in writing to the PPDM™ at Bankers Hall, P.O. 
Box 22155, Calgary, Alberta, T2P 4J5 and to the User at the most recent address in the PPDM™’s 
records.  Notices shall be deemed delivered three business days after posting in the Canadian postal 
system, or one business day if delivered via courier. 

The information contained in this report is known to be out of date and is available for legacy 
purposes only. The PPDM Association has no liability for errors or omissions to this content.
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*For more detailed information, see the U.S. UWI Numbering by State Comparison spreadsheet at http://www.ppdm.org/
**Denotes States using the Risk Based Data Management System, this system by default issues a 14 digit UWI regardless of how the State chooses to implement well identification
Adherence with the Standard is reflected by the codes 1, 2, 3- 1: Increments 11-12 for sidetracks or additional drilling. 2: Lost Holes Retain Original UWI Number. 3: Pilot Holes are tracked.

Alabama (AL) Alaska(AK) Arkansas Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) (onshore) 

California (CA) Colorado (CO) 

State code 01 50 03 None 04 05 

UWI number 
length  

14 ** 14 ** 14 ** 12 plus 3 digit Producing 
Interval Code 

10 12 

Unique UWI-10 
for each Surface 
Location? 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Unique UWI-12 
for each 
wellbore? 

Migrating towards UWI-12 Yes No 12 internal coding No Yes 

Remedial 
sidetrack around 
hole problems 
/mis-steered well 

No Yes No No Yes, if operators report 
correctly. *See ‘Potential 
Pitfall’ section. 

Multilateral Historically only UWI-10 was 
used. Currently each lateral 
would be separately permitted 
with unique UWI-12s. 

Separate UWI number for each 
lateral to planned target (no 
UWI change for junked lateral). 
*See ‘Potential Pitfalls’ section 
about UWI 11-12th digits. 

No, all wellbores stored under 
same UWI-10. Author unable 
to identify any multi-laterals in 
AR 

All wellbores are captured as 
part of same UWI-10. 

Few multi-laterals in CO. 
Originally, these were 
permitted under the same UWI 
number (e.g., 05-067-06221-
00), but current practice is to 
require permit for each 
wellbore to new target. 

Multiple 
Completions  

Historically all completions in 
same wellbore have the same 
UWI number.  Current practice 
is that the 13-14th digits are 
incremented with each 
completion. 

All completions in same 
wellbore are associated with 
the same UWI number.  

No information in UWI number 
about completions, either 
multiple completions at same 
time, or completion changes 
over time 

No completion information 
represented in UWI number. 

No completion information 
represented in UWI number. 

General Notes 

Adherence w/ 
Standard 

AK assigns the "county code" 
portion of UWI number by 
using a 3-digit USGS 
quadrangle code.  

1, 2, 3 

Arkansas pads 4 zeros for UWI 
digits into 11-14 in their online 
system.  
Occasionally, there are non-
zero values of unknown 
purpose. For example, Well 03-
139-00312-00-00 and 03-139-
00312-00-01 are different 
wells. 

The "What is a Well?" website 
provides an overview on the 
Producing Interval Code.  This 
is despite what the State may 
issue. 

As of February 2015, California 
intends to stay at UWI-10. 

1,2,3 
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*For more detailed information, see the U.S. UWI Numbering by State Comparison spreadsheet at http://www.ppdm.org/
**Denotes States using the Risk Based Data Management System, this system by default issues a 14 digit UWI regardless of how the State chooses to implement well identification
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Gulf of Mexico 
Federal Water 

Illinois (IL) Idaho (ID) Indiana (IN) Kansas (KS) 

State Code 17, 42, 60 (Deepwater) 12 11 13 15 

UWI number 
length  

12 12 14 ** Does not assign UWI number. *See 
‘Comments’ section 

14 ** 

Unique UWI-10 
for each Surface 
Location? 

Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Unique UWI-12 
for each 
wellbore? 

Yes No, unless sidetrack separately 
permitted 

Yes Variable 

Remedial 
sidetrack around 
hole 
problems/mis-
steered well 

All wellbores must be uniquely 
permitted and are each assigned a 
unique UWI-12. Author is unaware of 
multi-lateral horizontal drilling in 
GOM. 

No Yes they currently permit remedial 
sidetracks because of the possible 
data (logs, etc.) and samples that may 
be associated with each well bore. 

Multilateral Each permit results in incrementing 
the 11-12th digits of the API number. 
Multilaterals that are permitted as a 
single event are assigned a single 12-
digit API number. 

Not many multilateral wells have been 
drilled 

Multi-laterals are sometimes treated 
as a single permit with single UWI 
number. In other cases, the 13-14th 
digits of UWI number are incremented 
for a series of planned multiple 
laterals (which were never drilled).  

Multiple 
Completions  

The BSEE uses a 3 digit Producing 
Interval Code that reflects the number 
of completions, and sequence. This 
code is not part of the UWI number 
but production reporting is on both 
UWI-12 plus this code.  

Each permit results in incrementing 
the 11-12th digits of the API number. 
Multiple completions that are 
permitted as a single event are 
assigned a single 12-digit API 
number. 

State uses RBDMS 13-14 anticipated 
for multiple completions. 

Kansas uses the 13-14th UWI digits for 
many different well events. Well 
deepening, recompletion to new 
reservoir, conversion of well from 
producer to disposal, or re-entry of 
plugged well. *See ‘Potential Pitfall’ 
section. 

General Notes 

Adherence w/ 
Standard 

The "What is a Well?" website 
provides an overview on the 
Producing Interval Code. 

API numbers are assigned by the 
Survey, up to a month after a permit 
is approved by DNR. This can result in 
problems with assigning Unique Well 
Identifiers prior to API assignment. 

Primarily a new program.  Roughly 
200 historic wells were drilled in 
Idaho.  New activity has generated 
legislation and a revived regulatory 
program. 

1, 2, 3 No current wells  

Regulator assigns permit numbers to 
new wells and many other well events 
including deepening, sidetrack, 
recompletion, plugging and re-entry. 
The Indiana Survey assigns a unique 
IGS number to each well record. There 
are no UWI numbers assigned by 
either entity as of October 2009.  

The UWI number is based on the 
surface location of the well, not on 
where the well is eventually 
completed 

1 
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Kentucky (KY) Louisiana (LA) Michigan (MI) Mississippi (MS) Montana (MT) 

State Code 16 17 21 23 25 

UWI number 
length  

10 ** 10 14 ** 14 ** 10 ** padded with 4 zeroes in online 
database 

Unique UWI-10 
for each Surface 
Location? 

No, multiple UWI-10 for 
recompletions and deepenings 

Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Unique UWI-12 
for each 
wellbore? 

No, multiple UWI-10 for sidetracks No Yes No No 

Remedial 
sidetrack around 
hole 
problems/mis-
steered well 

Yes No No 

Multilateral Laterals drilled at the same time have 
same UWI-10. Laterals drilled at 
different times will each have a 
unique permit number and a unique 
UWI-10 

All wellbores are captured as part of 
same UWI-10. 

11-12 are incremented for each 
lateral.

All wellbores are captured as part of 
same UWI-10 

All wellbores are captured as part of 
same UWI-10 

Multiple 
Completions  

Recompletion to a new reservoir will 
result in a new permit number and a 
new UWI-10 

No completion information 
represented in UWI number. A unique 
permit number is assigned to each 
completion, but the UWI number does 
not change with recompletion. 

Michigan has not assigned UWI 
numbers to several thousand historic 
wells that are stratigraphic tests. 

The 13th digit of UWI number 
provides information on the number 
of completions for wells that produce 
from more than one reservoir at the 
same time. The first completion is the 
"0", the second is the "1", etc. 

Not part of UWI number 

General Notes 

Adherence w/ 
Standard 

Kentucky uses permit number, not 
UWI number, for operators to 
communicate with the regulator. The 
Kentucky Geological Survey has 
assigned record numbers to each well 
event for every record, well log or 
other information that they have 
assembled. Permit number and/or 
Record Number are the key identifiers 
for working with Kentucky well data 
and integrating data types, such as 
well logs.  Kentucky uses RBDMS and a 
pseudo UWI is generated but not 
used. 

UWI digits 3-5 denotes Parish and not 
County.  The LA digital database does 
not include multiple TD values or 
bottom hole locations for either 
remedial or geologic sidetracks. 
However, LA SONRIS captures 
narrative information for many wells. 
This information can assist efforts to 
decipher drilling and possibly 
recognize multiple wellbores. 

13-14 is used inconsistently to define 
some events.  New deployment of 
data management system will include 
stratigraphic “Mineral Wells” and 
more clear direction on completion 
information will be available.

1, 2, 3 

MS places intelligence in digit 11, if 
greater than 0 well is a directional. 

1 

While not maintained as part of the 
UWI, MT tracks and has multilateral 
information available online in their 
data management system. 
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Nebraska (NE) New Mexico (NM) New York (NY) North Dakota (ND) Ohio (OH) Oklahoma (OK) 

State Code 26 30 31 33 34 35 

UWI number 
length 

12 ** padded with 2 zeros 10 14 10** padded with 4 zeroes in 
online database 

14** 14** 

Unique UWI-10 
for each Surface 
Location? 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Unique UWI-12 
for each 
wellbore? 

Yes No Yes No. *See ‘Potential Pitfall’ 
section. 

No 

Remedial 
sidetrack around 
hole 
problems/mis-
steered well 

No Yes if permitted activity No. *See ‘Potential Pitfall’ 
section. 

No No 

Multilateral All wellbores are captured as 
part of same UWI-10 

Laterals tied to mis-steers are 
tracked 

All wellbores are captured as 
part of same UWI-10*See 
‘Comments’ section regarding 
tracking horizontal legs. 

All wellbores to a unique 
subsurface location are 
identified with separate 11-
12th digit of UWI number. 

All wellbores are captured as 
part of same UWI-10. 

Multiple 
Completions  

Not part of UWI number Not part of UWI number NY increments 13-14th digits 
for each completed reservoir. 
Many older recompletions 
were performed prior to the 
current numbering approach. A 
project is underway to 
maintain unique ID for each 
producing zone. 

Not part of UWI number. OH increments 13-14th digits 
for each completed reservoir 
and for each rework of an 
existing reservoir. 

Not part of UWI number. 

General Notes 

Adherence w/ 
Standard 

1 

Occasionally, the 13-14th digits 
of UWI number have been 
used for re-permitting of an 
existing permit that has not 
been drilled. Most wells ending 
in -0001 indicate that another 
completion has occurred, but 
make sure that the -0000 has a 
spud and completion date to 
be certain. 

1, 3 

While not maintained as part 
of the UWI, ND tracks and has 
multilateral information 
available online in their data 
management system. 

1, 2, 3 

OCC has implemented 14 digit 
UWI numbering for e-filing 
system. The 14th digit is 
incremented with any event 
that requires regulatory 
approval, including events such 
as operator change for a well. 
Form 1002A still does not 
include this 14-digit UWI 
number. 

1 
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Pennsylvania (PA) Texas (TX) Utah (UT) Virginia (VA) West Virginia (WV) Wyoming (WY) 

State Code 37 42 43 45 47 49 

UWI number 
length 

10 digit although starting to 
see some operators listing 12 
digits on permits 

10 10** padded with 4 zeroes in 
online db 

12 10 10 

Unique UWI-10 
for each Surface 
Location? 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes.  *See ‘Potential Pitfall’ 
section. 

Yes 

Unique UWI-12 
for each 
wellbore? 

Not part of UWI number on PA 
IRIS system 

No No Yes No No 

Remedial 
sidetrack around 
hole 
problems/mis-
steered well 

No No No No No No 

Multilateral No All wellbores are captured as 
part of same UWI-10. 

All wellbores are captured as 
part of same UWI-10. 

Will use 11-12 for multilaterals. All wellbores are captured as 
part of same UWI-10. 

All wellbores are captured as 
part of same UWI-10. 

Multiple 
Completions  

Not part of UWI Number. Not part of UWI number. Not part of UWI number. Not part of UWI number. Not part of UWI number. Not part of UWI number. 

General Notes 

Adherence w/ 
Standard 

Primary online DB record is 
based on 10 digit UWI.  If side 
tracks exists additional 
hyperlink appears 

1, 2,  

Currently updating data 
management system.  This will 
cause the implementation of 
UWI-14. 

1 

VA began assigning UWI 
numbers in 2014.  These are 
now based on next number in 
county series. Historic wells 
based on the old DGO File 
Number. 

1 

WV is migrating to RBDMS. By 
2016 WV will be using the full 
14 digit UWI. 
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