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PPDM Announces Leadership Transition 

Message from the Chair of the PPDM Board of Directors 

 

Date: July 14, 2026 

 

Dear PPDM Members and Stakeholders, 

On behalf of the PPDM Board of Directors, I am pleased to announce the appointment of Heidi-
Lynne Balasch as Chief Executive Officer of PPDM, effective August 4, 2026.  At the same time, 
after more than 30 years of service to PPDM™, including 23 years of exceptional leadership, 
Trudy Curtis will assume the role of Director Emeritus, Strategy and Community Engagement. 

This transition follows a thoughtful succession planning process led by the Board of Directors, with 
Trudy's full support to ensure continuity of leadership, ongoing support for members, and continued 
advancement of PPDM's strategic priorities. A dedicated Board committee worked to plan and 
implement this transition with care, transparency, and continuity, while keeping the long-term 
interests of PPDM and its members at the forefront. 

This transition reflects both continuity and investment in growth for PPDM and our members. As the 
energy industry continues to evolve through advances in technology, digital transformation, data 
governance, AI and changing business priorities, PPDM remains committed to serving as the trusted 
global community for energy data professionals. Our mission, values, and member-driven approach 
remain unchanged. 

Since its founding in 1990, PPDM has been shaped by the expertise, ideas, and commitment of its 
members. Our standards, best practices, professional development programs, technical guidance, 
and community initiatives have always been developed through collaboration among member 
organizations, volunteers, industry leaders, and PPDM staff. That collaborative spirit remains the 
foundation of our shared success. 

The Board extends its sincere appreciation to Trudy Curtis for her extraordinary contributions to 
PPDM and the global energy data community. Under her leadership, the Association expanded its 
international reach, strengthened its standards and professional development programs, and 
established a vast body of knowledge as the industry's most trusted and widely adopted energy data 
standards frameworks. Her leadership helped position PPDM as a recognized global authority in 
energy data standards, governance, certification, and professional development. 

Trudy's legacy reflects a rare combination of technical expertise, strategic vision, and exceptional 
community-oriented leadership. We are deeply grateful for her dedication, commitment, and lasting 
impact on PPDM, its members, and the wider energy data management community. 
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MESSAGE FROM TRUDY CURTIS 

“My new role, that of Director Emeritus, Strategy and Community Engagement, will allow me to focus 
on ensuring that the work PPDM members do continues to mature, so it remains a viable, critical, 
accessible and practical knowledge bank for the energy industry for many years to come.  

Over the course of my career, I have had the privilege of working with many talented leaders, and I 
can think of no one better suited to lead PPDM into its next chapter than Heidi-Lynne Balasch, who 
shares my passion for the not-for-profit sector as the most powerful mechanism through which an 
entire industry can come together, collaborate, and benefit from collective action. She understands 
that PPDM's greatest strength lies in its members, and that lasting value is created when industry 
leaders work together to solve common challenges and advance shared goals. 

I have come to know Heidi-Lynne not only as an accomplished leader, but as someone who deeply 
values community, collaboration, and service. I have seen firsthand her commitment to listening, her 
ability to bring people together, and her determination to ensure that the voices of our members 
continue to shape the future of the Association. 

As I transition into my new role, I do so with complete confidence in Heidi-Lynne's leadership and 
with great excitement for the future of PPDM. I know she will lead with integrity, vision, and a deep 
commitment to the member-driven values that have guided PPDM for more than three decades. 
While leadership roles may evolve, my belief in this Association, its members, and its future has 
never been stronger.” 

As Director Emeritus, Strategy and Community Engagement, Trudy will continue to support PPDM's 
strategic priorities, member engagement initiatives, industry relationships, and professional 
development programs. Working in partnership with Heidi-Lynne and the Board, she will provide 
strategic counsel, continuity, and community leadership while serving as an ambassador for the 
Association and supporting the successful execution of PPDM's long-term objectives. 

 

The Board is pleased to welcome Heidi-Lynne Balasch as PPDM's incoming Chief Executive 
Officer. 

Heidi-Lynne is well known within the PPDM community, having served on the Calgary Leadership 
Team and Professional Development Committee since 2019. She brings a deep commitment to 
PPDM's mission, strong industry relationships, and extensive leadership experience across the 
energy sector. 

A seasoned energy professional with more than 30 years of industry experience, Heidi-Lynne spent 
22 years with Chevron in technical and leadership roles across Canada and the United States. 
Throughout her career, she has led global engineering, technology, training, standards, and data 
initiatives. Most recently, she worked with EPAM, helping organizations advance digital 
transformation through AI, software, and consulting services. 
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MESSAGE FROM HEIDI-LYNNE BALASCH 

"I am honored by the Board's confidence, and I am excited about the opportunity to serve as PPDM's 
next CEO. PPDM has earned a unique and respected position within the global energy industry, 
thanks in large part to the vision and leadership of Trudy and the dedication of our members, staff 
and volunteers. 

I am especially pleased that Trudy will continue to support PPDM as Director Emeritus. Her deep 
industry knowledge, longstanding relationships, and understanding of our community will provide 
valuable continuity as we move through this transition and pursue new opportunities for growth and 
innovation to serve the evolving needs of our members. I look forward to working closely with her, our 
Board of Directors, staff, members, partners, and volunteers as we build upon the foundation she 
helped create and look toward the future.  

Together, we will continue advancing standards, professional development, and industry 
collaboration while helping members navigate the opportunities and challenges of an increasingly 
data-driven energy landscape. I look forward to what we will accomplish in the years ahead. 

The Board is confident that this leadership transition positions PPDM for continued growth and 
strengthens our ability to serve members as the energy data landscape continues to evolve. 
Together, Heidi-Lynne and Trudy represent a powerful and trusted combination of new leadership, 
institutional knowledge, and deep commitment to the PPDM community. 

 

Our commitment to PPDM™ members remains unchanged: 

1. Continued delivery of programs, services, standards, and professional development 
opportunities. 

2. Ongoing development of practical and accessible industry standards, best practices, and 
tools that help members find, apply, and benefit from the knowledge developed by the 
PPDM community. 

3. Active engagement with members to better understand and address evolving industry 
needs. 

4. Consistency in PPDM's mission, strategy, and priorities. 

PPDM remains focused on delivering value to members, advancing industry collaboration, and 
supporting the energy data community worldwide. Current initiatives, programs, and partnerships 
will continue, and we welcome your ongoing feedback as we work together to address the evolving 
needs of our members and the energy industry. 

The Board is committed to ensuring a smooth and successful transition and will continue to keep 
members informed throughout the process. We welcome your questions, feedback, and ongoing 
engagement as we enter this exciting new chapter for PPDM. 
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On behalf of the Board, I want to express our deep appreciation to Trudy for her remarkable service 
and welcome Heidi-Lynne as she assumes this important leadership role. We are excited about the 
future of PPDM and confident in the strength of the team that will help guide us forward. 

Thank you for your continued support of PPDM. 

 

Sincerely, 

Samanda Bell 

Chair, PPDM Board of Directors 

 

On behalf of the PPDM Board of Directors 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ABOUT PPDM™ 

 

PPDM is the global, not-for-profit standards organization for energy data management. Through 
standards, professional development, certification, and collaboration, PPDM helps organizations 
improve the quality, governance, and value of energy data. 

Learn more at: www.ppdm.org. Media and Member Inquiries: info@ppdm.org 

http://www.ppdm.org/
mailto:info@ppdm.org

